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A genealogy and family history of 
more than forty families from roughly 
the 16th century forward in Europe, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, the Carolinas, 
and Virginia.  

Aside from the usual lineages, this 
volume also includes a human interest 
timeline, photographs, public service 
records, an honest look at antecedents, 
two sets of love letters, excerpts from 
historical record, and several personal 
accounts. Heavily annotated, assertions 
are sourced as much as possible and 
cited in a comprehensive bibliography. 
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These families—for the most  
part Anglo-Saxon, with a good 
number of Huguenots and one 
or two Germans and Irish  
thrown in for good measure—
stretch more or less forward  
from the 15th century to the  
beginning of the 21st. Most 
arrived in America in the 17th 
century, a second lot during  
the 18th, and two stragglers in 
the middle of the 19th. The  
vast majority came to Virginia  
or Massachusetts, several others 
to South Carolina. Almost all  
of them seem characterized by 
an exuberant willingness to  
reinvent themselves, one way  
or another, as the occasion  
demands. And here we are. ellyson-court


