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Bob Wagner’s intriguing and environmentally relevant interpretation of  
Moby-Dick places Melville’s nineteenth-century epic within a historical  
context that is as topical as this morning’s headlines. I recommend it to anyone  
interested in the mythical-psychological origins of America’s hunt for oil.

—— John T. Irwin, Decker Professor in the Humanities, The Johns 
Hopkins University

In “Moby-Dick” and the Mythology of Oil, Bob Wagner does a masterful job 
of integrating a literary myth with a living myth, skillfully weaving Joseph  
Campbell’s archetypal formula of “the hero’s journey” into a study that will make 
a great contribution to a primary issue of our time, the psychology of economics.

—— J. Pittman McGehee, Jungian analyst, author of The Invisible 
Church: Finding Spirituality Where You Are 

Bob Wagner’s insights on our modern energy society have the capacity to enable 
those of us with deep concerns about our current circumstance and ultimate future 
to see our predicament in a new light.

—— Henry Groppe, founder and lead partner of Groppe, Long &  
Littell, oil and gas analysts and forecasters

Our existence has become dependent upon drilling into the earth, pumping the 
black remains of ancient life back to the surface, and painstakingly transforming 
it to fuel the world economy.  Bob Wagner explores the psychological and mythic 
depths of this improbable process, and provides critical insights for our future.

—— Jerry M. Ruhl, executive director of the Jung Center of Houston, 
coauthor of Living Your Unlived Life and Balancing Heaven and 
Earth


